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AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION

September 2, 2002

The Honorable Nonnan Y. Mineta
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

With the safety of our passengers and' crewmcmberS as our number one priority, we are
writing to convey our thoughts regarding S.2SS4 th~t would pennit the use offircarIt1s by
piloB aboard commex:cial aircraft. As discussions continue on the merits of this subject,
we stand ready to work with Congias and the Administration in an effort to reach a

prudent consensus position.

In the iitennath of the ttagic events of September 1 i. we understand the rationale for
providing crewrnembers with means to defend thcmsclVC'B and their aircraft, However. we
believe that allowing suns aboard every aircraft in the absence of comprehensive rcsearch
and testing and without a fun cvaiuation of the potenpaJ consequenCe's, is ill-advised.

A variety of serious safety, technical and training issues have been raised that require
answers prior to moving fo1"Ward with any proposal to allow thc USe offirearrI1S by co.ckpit
crews. To ensure the safety and security of OUT customers and employees, we have a duty
and obligation to ask these tough questions and to have a clear understanding of the
answers, Otherwise) innocent passengers and cre\lti'nembers could be killed or injured.

For example. what stUdies or testing have been conducted to detcmline the effects of an
accidental weapon discharge in a pressurized aircraft at altitude, or discharge into a
sophisticated instrument panel? How will thc firearm be stowed, maintained and protected
from misuse betWeen flights. particularly when the aircraft is parlced overnight or deployed
in international operations? Wbat is the process to measure the ability of 3m1ed piloa to
handle a fireattn in the close confines of the cockpit? Win the training program disrupt the

airline's ability to operate their schedu[es?

The Transportation Security Administration has testified that the cost to the government
for the program is approximately $850 million. In light of programs already completcd.
and underway to secure cockpit dool'B, we ~eriously question the cost effectiveness of a
prog~ mandat~d in $.2554 that would impose a further burden on scarce TSA resources.
Indeed, with secure cockpit doors now being further upgraded with even higher protective
capabilities, thc advisability ofinttoducing dangerous and UMecessary weapons in the

cockpit environment must be carefully considered.
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Sincerely,

ATA Board ofDircotors

~~ ~&.<--L:;li~~~~:---:;;;~
Carl D. Donaway
Chaim1an &; CEO
Airborne &press

W. Douglas Parker

Chail'nlaI1J Pt-esident & CEO
America West Airlines4C1

~~~""~9JohnF. Kclly
Cbainnan
Alaska Airlines

~ ..<::===-~~.p._-~ -

Glenn R. Zander
President & CEO
Aloha Airlines

Don.,ld J. Carty
Cbainnan & CEO
American Airlines

9~-'
J. George Mikelsons
CbairnIarI) President & CEO
American Trans Air
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~ ~ 2 ~..e.. -'-' ~~4 Richard H. Shuyler

CbiefExccutive Officer

A tlas Air

(5~-"~~/~~..7~~_.-c. -

Chairman & CEO
Continental Airlines

~ ~/"~d~
Leo F. Mullin
Chairman & CEO
Delta Air Lines

~bt~~~~eztt._Cor-- ~~~~:;~~~ c!' ~~QcI;2l~7C~ Timotby E. Hoeksema

Chairman, President & CEO
Midwest Express Airlines

Vicky Bretthauer
Acting Chief Execunve Officer
DElL Airways

(~~~::::_.G:c:e;>
ChicfExecutive Officer
Emery Worldwide

Anthony E. Bauckham
President
Evergrccn International Airlines

Frederick W. Smith
ChaimlBn & CEO
FcdEx Corporation

~

O~~~
John W. Adams
Chairman, President & CEO
Hawaiian Airlines

David Neeleman
CbiefExecutive Ofiiccr
JctBlue AiIways

Richard H. Anderson
Chief Executive Officer
Northwest Airlines

Herbert D. Kelleher
ChainIlan
Southwest Airlines




